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for the  Manicheans, who  began  to  diminish in Hippo from that day.
The rejoicing of the Donatists was, however, very shortly arrested. Augustine soon adopted the orthodox view of the schism, and turned his weapons upon it. His first anti-Donatist document was a model of brotherly litigation with his ' separated brethren.' It is a letter to a Donatist bishop, Maximinus, written in an admirably temperate and reasonable spirit. But it was not long before he began to taste a little of the bitterness of the controversy. He wrote a kind of ballad, putting the Catholic points against the schismatics in popular and strong phraseology. It runs over the history of the struggle, and repeats the essence of the Catholic charge every few lines by a refrain which rhymes * rebaptizare ' with ' altare contra altare.' Probably the streets of Hippo had rung with such ballads often enough before. It is a wretched piece of doggerel with no literary pretension whatever. But if the irritation of your adversary is a point in controversy, it must have been effective. It was followed by a work ' On the Letter of Donatus,' which we no longer have.
But Augustine was not the man to be deterred